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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

oceanside is all about surf and so much more:
arts & cultural attractions are stand outs in this historic california beach town 
Oceanside, Calif.- November 2010- Though known for its miles of sandy shoreline, awesome surf and thrilling soft adventure activities, Oceanside, Calif. has a yet a deeper side. Visitors can explore the rich cultural and historic heritage of the region through its variety of art and cultural attractions.  Many of these sites have recently undergone significant expansions and upgrades, making the town’s cultural discoveries even more appealing and exciting.
“While the beach is our number one attraction, Oceanside is extremely rich in cultural offerings from historic landmarks and buildings to contemporary art,” said Leslee Gaul, CEO of Visit Oceanside. “Visitors tend to be surprised at how much there is to explore during their stay.” 
Mission San Luis Rey

Known as the “King of the Missions,” Oceanside’s Old Mission San Luis Rey is the recent recipient of a “Save America’s Treasures” Grant for the seismic retrofit of the Historic Mission Church. Raising the necessary, additional funding for conservation of this National Historic Landmark is the present priority for the Franciscan community that oversees the site. A prime example of Spanish Colonial architecture with Moorish influences, the Mission offers a live glimpse into California’s past through its interpretive museum, artifacts and Franciscan heritage. Self-guided tours, educational lectures and retreat stays are part of the Mission’s offerings. Public events in the historic gardens, including the beautiful “Heritage Ball” in summer, “Day of the Dead” festival in the fall, and “Christmas at the Mission – Night of a Thousand Lights,” offer the community and visitors unique, cultural experiences.  

The California Surf Museum

With a new home on Pier View Way just steps from the surf in downtown Oceanside, the California Surf Museum is a must see for visitors. The museum documents the surf lifestyle from its roots to modern day through an impressive collection of surf memorabilia. WOW: Women on Waves is the current exhibit and celebrates women’s contribution to surfing.
-more-
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Oceanside Museum of Art

With a stellar location right in the heart of downtown, the Oceanside Museum of Art is a cultural jewel of the city. In June 2008, the museum completed a 15,000 square foot expansion designed by acclaimed architect Frederick Fisher of Los Angeles that included additional exhibition space, as well as a central pavilion with indoor/outdoor flow. OMA’s exhibitions capture the cultures of this southern California community though a variety of contemporary art from landscape painting and photography, to neon sculpture and studio furniture. The museum’s Free Family Art Days are a popular community program where families participate in hands-on art activities that reflect concepts and themes from the exhibits.
Theater District

Oceanside’s downtown walking district includes five theaters, three of which are historic. Visitors can catch the latest movie at the Regal, an outdoor concert at the beach-side amphitheater, or a variety of year-round quality productions such as “Hollywood Shorts,” music concert series and film festivals at the Sunshine Brooks, Historic Coast or Star Theaters.
Historic Café 101

This historic café is the oldest continuously operating restaurant on the Historic Highway 101. Famous for its delicious diner-style food, guests enjoy a trip back to the 50s with a jukebox playing classic hits and historic photos decorating the walls.

Farmer’s Market/Sunset Market
Visitors can mingle each Thursday morning and evening with local farmers, artists and artisans at the Farmer’s Market and Sunset Market. A selection of farm fresh produce, fresh florals and other gourmet items showcase the best of the region.

Camp Pendleton

The largest US Marine Corps amphibious training base, Camp Pendelton is committed to preserving California’s precious resources and provides unique insight into the native coastal landscape. Two museums are available on base for one-and-a-half hour tours. 
Heritage Park

For a taste of yesteryear, Heritage Park features the original buildings of downtown Oceanside including the first General Store, Blacksmith Shop & Livery Stable, the Portola Inn, old city jail, the Libby School and The Blade Newspaper. Guided tours are available.

-more-
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About Oceanside

Centrally located in the heart of the beautiful Southern California coastline, Oceanside is considered the gateway city between metropolitan San Diego and Los Angeles. A classic Southern California beach town, Oceanside’s central location offers visitors an ideal place to stay and experience California’s casual spirit. With 3.5 miles of sandy beach, a quaint New England-style harbor, California’s longest wooden pier and a stellar year-round climate, Oceanside is an ideal place for enjoying active pursuits including surfing, kayaking, boating, fishing, bike-riding and more. The city also boasts a number of important cultural attractions including Mission San Luis Rey (The King of Missions), the California Surf Museum and the Oceanside Museum of Art.

About Visit Oceanside
To assist with every aspect of visitor travel needs, Oceanside is home to one of the state’s official California Welcome Centers and the Visit Oceanside Conference and Visitors Bureau. With just one stop, visitors can find local, regional and state maps, purchase discount tickets to major attractions, make hotel reservations or shop for the perfect California keepsake. The Visit Oceanside CVB/California Welcome Center Oceanside is conveniently located just off Interstate 5 at 928 North Coast Highway.  For more information, please call (800)350-7873 or visit www.visitoceanside.org.
###
Media Contacts:

Shae Geary or Lori Kennedy

JLK Communications

Shae.geary@sbcglobal.net
Lori_kennedy@sbcglobal.net
760-941-4121

