Top Free Things To Do in Oceanside, Calif.
Beach Play

Oceanside’s 3.5 miles of sandy shoreline is one of the most popular attractions for visiting families. Many of the beaches are outfitted with playgrounds, and beach campfire rings add to family fun in the evening. 
Longest Wooden Pier

Stretching 1,942 feet, the historic Oceanside Pier is the longest wooden pier on the Pacific Ocean and a place where anyone can drop a line and fish for their own “catch of the day.” The pier also is the location of several world-renowned surfing and sporting events including the annual Body Surf Championships, Labor Day pier swim and NSSA surf competitions. And everyone loves a visit to Ruby’s Diner, poised at the end of the Pier.

Cape Cod-Style Harbor Village

Oceanside’s charming Cape Cod-style harbor village is complete with boats, shops, a seaside park, restaurants, a lighthouse and unlimited water sports. Popular activities include kayaking in the gentle harbor waters, stand-up paddle boarding and sailing tours. 

 
Bike-Friendly

Oceanside is San Diego’s only designated “bike-friendly community” by the League of American Bicyclists.  Popular bike routes include the 7 mile San Luis Rey Bike Trail that begins at the harbor and follows the path of the San Luis Rey River, and the Coastal Rail Trail that is a 44 mile regional bike trail that runs from Oceanside to San Diego. The city’s Bike Program allows visitors and locals to rent recreational bikes for a nominal fee for the day.

 
Surfing
Home to the California Surf Museum and some of San Diego’s top surf breaks, surfing is a major draw for Oceanside. What’s more, Oceanside has some of the most consistent surf in Southern California. Professional surfing events are a regular occurrence at Oceanside beaches.
Bird Watching

Guajome Regional Park offers biking, hiking and equestrian trails along a spring fed lake and marsh. But its real secret is its amazing bird watching- one of the best spots in the area. At least 144 species have been spotted within its boundaries. Buena Vista Lagoon and Audubon Center is another great location for bird watching and includes an exhibit with some of the finest displays of local and migratory birds in the area such as the White Pelican, Barn Owl, Red-Shouldered Hawk and Northern Flickers.

Farmer’s Market/Sunset Market

Visitors can mingle each Thursday morning and evening with local farmers, artists and artisans at downtown Oceanside’s Farmer’s Market and Sunset Market. A selection of farm fresh produce, fresh florals and other gourmet items showcase the best of the region.

Oceanside Harbor Days

Each fall, the Oceanside presents Harbor Days at the Oceanside Harbor.  Visitors will enjoy popular events including roaming pirates, trendy local bands, arts and craft exhibits, great food and fun activities for the entire family.
Oceanside Pier Plaza Amphitheatre

Located at Pier View South beach, just south of the pier, the Oceanside amphitheatre hosts a variety of free concerts and special events, especially during spring and summer. Over Memorial Day Weekend 2011, the amphitheatre will feature special screenings of Top Gun in celebration of the movie’s 25th anniversary. Jazz at the Beach is another popular program that takes place at the venue in the summer months.

Free Family Art Days

Free Family Art Days at the Museum of Modern Art is a popular program where families participate in hands-on art activities that reflect concepts and themes from the exhibits. Oceanside Museum of Art captures the cultures of this southern California community through a variety of contemporary art from landscape painting and photography, to neon sculpture and studio furniture.
About Oceanside

Centrally located in the heart of the beautiful Southern California coastline, Oceanside is considered the gateway city between metropolitan San Diego and Los Angeles. A classic Southern California beach town, Oceanside’s central location offers visitors an ideal place to stay and experience California’s casual spirit. With 3.5 miles of sandy beach, a quaint New England-style harbor, California’s longest wooden pier and a stellar year-round climate, Oceanside is an ideal place for enjoying active pursuits including surfing, kayaking, boating, fishing, bike-riding and more. The city also boasts a number of important cultural attractions including Mission San Luis Rey (The King of Missions), the California Surf Museum and the Oceanside Museum of Art. For more information, visit www.visitoceanside.org.

