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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

OceansiDE’s  celebration of  25th anniversary of top gun movie 
To include movie screening, celebrity volleyball tournament
City’s Famous ‘Top Gun’ House Backdrop For Events May 27-28, 2011
Oceanside, Calif.-May 11, 2011-  In recognition of San Diego’s armed services history, as well as its prominent role in one of the most popular military-themed movies of all time, Oceanside will celebrate the 25th anniversary of the 1986 blockbuster movie ‘Top Gun’ over Memorial Day weekend, May 27-28, 2011. The celebration will include two screenings of Top Gun at the beach amphitheater, a performance by the popular First Marine Division Band, a celebrity volleyball tournament, food booths by Kansas City Barbeque (also featured in the movie) and Oceanside Main Street, and other fun activities. 
“As home of the famous ‘Top Gun’ house and hundreds of military families, Oceanside has a unique connection to both the movie and the armed forces,” said Leslee Gaul, CEO of Visit Oceanside. “In addition to offering fun, family-oriented activities for Memorial Day weekend, we will be showing pride in our city, country and service men and women by helping raise money for the Wounded Warriors Battalion at Camp Pendleton.”
Oceanside’s Top Gun celebration will take place on Friday, May 27 and Saturday, May 28. All events are free and open to the public. The calendar of events includes:

Friday, May 27

6:00 p.m.
Donations collected for the Wounded Warriors Battalion at Camp Pendleton 

Beach vendors and food by Main Street Oceanside
7:00 p.m.
First Marine Division Band 
Performance will include patriotic songs, music from the movie Top Gun and the National Anthem 
7:40 p.m.
Top Gun Movie Screening at outdoor beach amphitheater
Saturday, May 28

11:00 a.m. -

2:00 p.m.
Professional, Celebrity and Military Volleyball Tournament at the Top Gun House (empty lot at Mission and Pacific Streets)

Pro-Beach Volleyball players will include Karch Kiraly and Sinjin Smith among others
2:00-
4:00 p.m.
Children’s Volleyball Clinic

6:00

Donations collected for the Wounded Warriors Battalion at Camp Pendleton

                 
Beach vendors and food booths by Main Street Oceanside
7:40 p.m.
Top Gun Movie Screening at outdoor beach amphitheater
An iconic movie about military aviators, Top Gun, which starred Tom Cruise and Kelly McGillis, quickly became one of the blockbuster movies of its time. Set in San Diego, filming took place at several locations within the county with some of the most prominent and memorable scenes shot in Oceanside. 

“Following the movie’s release, Oceanside became well-known for the ‘Top Gun’ house, an historic coastal bungalow that was used as the home of Charlie, the character played by McGillis,” said Gaul. “Many visitors seek out the house during their vacations and enjoy having their photos taken in front it.”
One visitor from Germany was so taken with the movie and house that he even created a detailed model of the bungalow. According to Gaul, the completion of the model was actually the inspiration for the 25th anniversary celebration.
The house is located on a site that has long been approved for a new 4-star resort. Due to the community’s affection and attachment to the bungalow, the resort’s current developer has plans to restore the home and incorporate it into the new resort, possibly as a coffee shop. 
For more information visit: www.visitoceanside.org.
About Oceanside

Centrally located in the heart of the beautiful Southern California coastline, Oceanside is considered the gateway city between metropolitan San Diego and Los Angeles. A classic Southern California beach town, Oceanside’s central location offers visitors an ideal place to stay and experience California’s casual spirit. With 3.5 miles of sandy beach, a quaint New England-style harbor, California’s longest wooden pier and a stellar year-round climate, Oceanside is an ideal place for enjoying active pursuits including surfing, kayaking, boating, fishing, bike-riding and more. The city also boasts a number of important cultural attractions including Mission San Luis Rey (The King of Missions), the California Surf Museum and the Oceanside Museum of Art.

About Visit Oceanside

To assist with every aspect of visitor travel needs, Oceanside is home to one of the state’s official California Welcome Centers and the Visit Oceanside Conference and Visitors Bureau. With just one stop, visitors can find local, regional and state maps, purchase discount tickets to major attractions, make hotel reservations or shop for the perfect California keepsake. The Visit Oceanside CVB/California Welcome Center Oceanside is conveniently located just off Interstate 5 at 928 North Coast Highway.  For more information, please call (800)350-7873 or visit www.visitoceanside.org.

###

Media Contacts:

Shae Geary or Lori Kennedy

JLK Communications

Shae.geary@sbcglobal.net
Lori_kennedy@hotmail.com
760-941-4121

