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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

BETHANY HAMILTON’S SHARK-BIT SURFBOARD 
on display For visitors to oceanside

Reality of Soul Surfer’s Tale on Long Term Loan to 
Oceanside’s California Surf Museum
Oceanside, Calif.- April 2011- The recent release of the movie Soul Surfer, which chronicles how surfer Bethany Hamilton has overcome the odds of losing an arm to a shark bite, has given travelers a whole new reason to visit Oceanside. Oceanside’s California Surf Museum is home to the surfboard that Bethany Hamilton was riding on the fateful day the tiger shark took her arm. The surfboard, which includes the massive shark bite, is on long term loan to the museum and is a huge draw for visitors to the area.

“It’s a display that will send goose bumps shivering up your spine, but also one that, thanks to the recent release of Soul Surfer, provides an inspiring story about meeting adversity head on,” says Julie Cox, operations manager. “We feel extremely lucky that the Hamilton family felt that our museum was the best place for the board.”

In addition to the surfboard, the display also includes the bathing suit she was wearing on the day of the attack and photos of Bethany.

Recently featured on the History Channel’s popular American Pickers show, the California Surf Museum serves as an international repository and resource center for the lifestyle sport of surfing through capturing, preserving and chronicling its art, culture and heritage for the education and enjoyment of future generations. The California Surf Museum is a 501(c)(3) non-profit located at 312 Pier View Way, Oceanside, CA 92054; phone (760) 721-6876 or email csm@surfmuseum.org. Please visit the website at surfmuseum.org. Open daily 10am-4pm with extended hours Thursdays to 8pm. 
About Oceanside

Centrally located in the heart of the beautiful Southern California coastline, Oceanside is considered the gateway city between metropolitan San Diego and Los Angeles. A classic Southern California beach town, Oceanside’s central location offers visitors an ideal place to stay and experience California’s casual spirit. With 3.5 miles of sandy beach, a quaint New England-style harbor, California’s longest wooden pier and a stellar year-round climate, Oceanside is an ideal place for enjoying active pursuits including surfing, kayaking, boating, fishing, bike-riding and more. The city also boasts a number of important cultural attractions including Mission San Luis Rey (The King of Missions), the California Surf Museum and the Oceanside Museum of Art. For more information, please call (800)350-7873 or visit www.visitoceanside.org.
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