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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

top 10 reasons to summer in OCEANSIDE

Oceanside, Calif.- April  2011- Summer vacations at the beach always create special memories. Whether searching for a family getaway or just a place to let loose, Oceanside, San Diego’s North Shore, provides the quintessential Southern California beach experience to accommodate any group size, budget and vacation desire.

For those who need further convincing, here are the city’s Top Ten reasons to vacation at the beach in Oceanside this summer:
1. Oceanside has 3.5 miles of wide sandy beaches which are some of the most beautiful beaches in the world, great for long beach walks, building sandcastles or spending long days lazing in the sun. Many of the beaches are outfitted with playgrounds, and beach campfire rings add to fun in the evening.
2. Oceanside is centrally located between San Diego and Los Angeles, just 45 minutes from San Diego Airport and 50 minutes from John Wayne International Airport. This means easy access to all the great attractions in Southern California including Legoland (10 minutes), SeaWorld (30 minutes) and Disneyland (45 minutes).
 3. Oceanside offers a wide selection of accommodations from hotels to vacation rentals for any budget and group size. The Wyndham Oceanside Pier Resort is a popular hotel option due to its beach front setting and relaxed, surf-theme style. Beach Front Only offers ultra-chic, luxury vacation rentals with multiple bedrooms, kitchens, living spaces and phenomenal beach front locations.  In between are cute cottages, high rise Marina hotels and a large selection of retro-style motels.
 4. Oceanside has the longest wooden pier on the Pacific Coast. Travelers can drop a line and fish from the pier without a license or make a stop at the end of the pier for an old-fashioned milk shake and hamburger at Ruby’s Diner.

5.  Oceanside’s charming Cape Cod-style harbor village is complete with boats, shops, a seaside park, restaurants, a lighthouse and unlimited water sports. Popular activities include kayaking in the gentle harbor waters, stand-up paddle boarding and sailing tours. 
 6. Oceanside’s downtown walking district offers a host of fine dining experiences, theaters, local shops and an even a street market every Thursday that lasts well into the evening. Popular restaurants include 333 Pacific with amazing water views and delicious seafood, Harney Sushi which combines great food with a nightly DJ, the Historic Café 101 which is the oldest continuously operating restaurant on the Historic Highway 101 and Breakwater Brewery, a local microbrewery restaurant.
7. Oceanside is San Diego’s only designated “bike-friendly community” by the League of American Bicyclists.  Popular bike routes include the 7 mile San Luis Rey Bike Trail that begins at the harbor and follows the path of the San Luis Rey River, and the Coastal Rail Trail that is a 44 mile regional bike trail that runs from Oceanside to San Diego. The city’s Bike Program allows visitors and locals to rent recreational bikes for a nominal fee for the day.

 8. For those seeking a bit of art and culture, the Oceanside Museum of Art captures the cultures of this southern California community through a variety of contemporary art from landscape painting and photography, to neon sculpture and studio furniture. The museum is host to a range of activities and performances including Jazz at the Museum, Art After Dark and Free Family Art Days. 

9. Oceanside also is home to The California Surf Museum, which was founded to honor the history of surfing, preserving the strong link between the ocean and lifestyles of the beach community. The museum actively collects, documents and preserves surfing related artifacts and memorabilia. Since the release of the movie ‘Soul Surfer,’ one of the most popular displays is the shark-bit surf board that Bethany Hamilton was riding the day she was attacked by a tiger shark in Hawaii.
 10. For a taste of California history, Oceanside is home to Mission San Luis Rey, known as “The King of the Missions.” Founded in June 1798, the Mission is one of the most architecturally impressive of all the California missions. It includes a picnic area, museum, gift shop, conference center, retreat center and some beautiful gardens.
About Oceanside

Centrally located in the heart of the beautiful Southern California coastline, Oceanside is considered the gateway city between metropolitan San Diego and Los Angeles. A classic Southern California beach town, Oceanside’s central location offers visitors an ideal place to stay and experience California’s casual spirit. With 3.5 miles of sandy beach, a quaint New England-style harbor, California’s longest wooden pier and a stellar year-round climate, Oceanside is an ideal place for enjoying active pursuits including surfing, kayaking, boating, fishing, bike-riding and more. The city also boasts a number of important cultural attractions including Mission San Luis Rey (The King of Missions), the California Surf Museum and the Oceanside Museum of Art. For more information visit www.visitoceanside.org.
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